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1. (C) SUMMARY: VENEZUELAN SECURITY FORCES RESCUED WASHINGTON
NATIONALS CATCHER WILSON RAMOS TWO DAYS AFTER HE WAS KIDNAPPED FROM
HIS HOME. LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTACTS REPORTED THAT THE VENEZUELAN
POLICE ALREADY HAD THE KIDNAPPING RING UNDER INVESTIGATION, AND,
BASED ON SOURCE INFORMATION AND WIRETAPS, WERE IMMEDIATELY ABLE TO
IDENTIFY THE ABDUCTORS AND LOCATE RAMOS. THE KIDNAPPING RING WAS
NOT HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED, PROBABLY HAD HOPED FOR A QUICK AND EASY
PAYOUT, AND LIKELY UNDERESTIMATED THE INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION THE
CASE WOULD GENERATE. FOUR KIDNAPPERS ARE CURRENTLY IN CUSTODY.
END SUMMARY.
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2. (U) ON NOVEMBER 11, VENEZUELAN SECURITY FORCES FREED WILSON
RAMOS, THE VENEZUELAN CATCHER FOR THE WASHINGTON NATIONALS, TWO
DAYS AFTER ARMED MEN KIDNAPPED HIM FROM HIS HOME IN VALENCIA, A
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL ABOUT TWO HOURS WEST OF CARACAS. ACCORDING TO
LOCAL MEDIA REPORTS, SECURITY OFFICIALS TRACKED THE ABDUCTORS TO A
HOME IN A MOUNTAINOUS REGION NEAR VALENCIA AND FREED RAMOS AFTER A
SHOOTOUT, IN WHICH NO ONE WAS INJURED. INTERIOR AND JUSTICE
MINISTER TARECK EL AISSAMI ANNOUNCED THAT FOUR VENEZUELAN
KIDNAPPERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED, AS WELL AS AN ELDERLY COUPLE, WHO HAD
SUPPLIED THE KIDNAPPERS WITH FOOD AND SUPPLIES. RAMOS TOLD THE
PRESS THAT THE ABDUCTORS KNEW PERSONAL INFORMATION ABOUT HIM, BUT
THAT THEY DID NOT WEAR MASKS DURING THE KIDNAPPING, DID NOT
MISTREAT HIM, AND EVEN TRIED TO PEED HIM.

3. (C)
RESULT OF GOOD POLICE WORK.

RAMOS'S RESCUE WAS THE

THE SPECIAL KIDNAPPING UNIT OF THE SCIENTIFIC, PENAL AND PENAL
INVESTIGATIVE CORPS (CICPC ) ALREADY HAD THE ABDUCTORS UNDER
INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO RAMOS'S KIDNAPPING BECAUSE THE GROUP HAD
KIDNAPPED OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN THE SAME AREA OF VALENCIA. BASED ON
PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED SOURCE INFORMATION AND WIRETAPS, THE CICPC WAS
IMMEDIATELY ABLE TO IDENTIFY THE INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE AND THE
LOCATION WHERE RAMOS WAS BEING HELD. THIS PRIOR INFORMATION
ENABLED THE CICPC TO ACT QUICKLY AND IMMEDIATELY BEGIN PLANNING ITS
"RESCUE MISSION." APPROXIMATELY 300 CICPC OFFICIALS PARTICIPATED
IN THE CASE.

4. (C) THE MEDIA HAVE SPECULATED THAT THE FARC.WAS INVOLVED IN THE
ABDUCTOON. IN HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS, RAMOS CLAIMED THAT TWO
ABDUCTORS SPOKE WITH COLOMBIAN ACCENTS AND SPOKE OF "LA GUERILLA."
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S. (C) THE KIDNAPPING RING RESPONSIBLE FOR RAMOS'S ABDUCTION DOES
NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED. THE KIDNAPPERS MAY
HAVE BELIEVED RAMOS WOULD BE AN EASY TARGET AND PERHAPS
UNDERESTIMATED THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ATTENTION THE KIDNAPPING OF
A MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYER WOULD GENERATE. THE CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION IN THIS CASE IS ONGOING AND F-
EXPECTS MORE DETAILS TO EMERGE IN THE COMING DAYS, INCLUDING
REGARDING THE ALLEGED PARTICIPATION OF THE FARC. END COMMENT.
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