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Date of tamscripion. 01 /11/1999

North Hollywood, CA,

L

urpose of the interview.
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| hsked him if he knew of anyone who could cash a
$3,000,000 cashier's check. He told his wife that he would find out.

After he spoke with) hnd told
ith SARKIS SOGHANALIAN regarding a business proposition.
I hat SOGHANALIAN w. eryday and that
could sfop by anyfime. SOGHANALIAN anmwere very close. In the
past, | lused to travel with SOGHANAL ent to SOGHANALIAN

to cash the check, because SOGHANALIAN had a reputation for being very wealthy.
SOGHANALIAN claimed that SADDAM HUSSEIN owed him $95,000,000 for weapons he
sold to Iraq.

[ Ibeli ieves that it was the next day or within the next couple of days that

o ice. He S office in P
Iﬂj et wit ALIAN and| pffice.
aske GHANALIAN if SOGHANALIAN could cash a $3,000,000 check. SOGHANALIAN
said that he could do it with no problem but that he would have to do it in Europe.
SOGHANALIAN went on to explain that he had tax problems in the U.S., so he kept all of his
money in Europe. He said that it would be no problem for him to cash the check in France
because the banks in France knew him. SOGHANALIAN told khat he would get
back with him with the name of the payee for the check. SOGHANALIAN said that the payee
should be his name or one of his busi es. SOGHANALIAN asked what his percentage
would be for cashing the check and F)rowded a percentage to which SOGHANALIAN

agreed. as hesitant to discuss the permnmm_ind requested the percentages be
i at a lafer date. SOGHANALIAN and greed to split the percentage S0/50.
does not know the agreement between| nd SOGHANALIAN, but he
elieved that SOGHANALIAN was going to give | portion of his share since
they were very close and worked together like partners.
After his meeting with SOGHANALIAN, contacted|:|and told
her that SOGHANALIAN agreed to cash the checks.
Following the meeting in » SOGHANALIAN returned to
Paris to wait for the check. SOGHANA calle rom Paris and provided
Iavestigation on 1/6/99 &t _L,os Angeles
File # 281H-TL.A-1997554 ! Date dictated 1 /8/99
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| |with the name of the corporation to put on the check.| annot remember the
name, but he remembers that it was four initials.

SOGHANALIAN called several times from Paris from a cabaret at

approximately 5:00 A.M. He wanted to know when the check would be ready.

. Approximatelv 4-5 days after SOGHANALIAN agreed to cash the check,

feli the check tg |They met in a parking lot. The check was in an envelope.
never opened the envelope.

After receiving the check from| ht ALECO
and told him that he had something for| o send tT_S_O_G_ﬂANALIAN._
took the envelope containing the check to and gave it to
SOGHANALIAN’S telephone number in Paris, but he did not have his address, so he had to
mail the check to SOGHANALIAN througﬂ |

£¢ 3
fter elivered the check

-

—_

talked to SOGHANALIAN by telephone. SOGHANALIAN said “I received checks and T

made a deposit. It takes 6 or 7 days for clearance.”

_A few days laterJ:halke'd to SOGHANALIAN on the telephone, and:
SOGHANALIAN told him that everything was okm could come over and

get his money. SOGHANALIAN was very happy. old SOGHANALIAN that he
could wire the money to him. SOGHANALIAN told him that he would give him French
money, bu did not want French money.

I:Imade either two or three ai tions to fly to France on the
following morning. He was planning to fly witli [and possiblyl_____|He
believes that they made the reservations on Air France and they were first class tickets because
only first class was available.

' SOGHANALIAN called very early the next morning and told| |that the
check was a fake check and that Interpol was all over his house. SOGHANAL claimed
“You guys put me in trouble.”l:Llwas shocked and he told SOGHANALIAN that he
would find out about the check.

%Icalled ht approxi :00 A.M. old
hat HANALIAN was playing with him. i
‘ ALJAN was making an attempt to keep all of the money. old

hat SOGHANALIAN owed him money and that he was “hungry” for money.

[canceled their trip to France to get the money
because after thinking about it, they became afraid that the French authorities might be
waiting for them when they got there.
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1
—On one occasjon| kcalled SOGHANALIAN in Paris, and he was not
home, hnswered the telephone]

a cabaret and gave| ghe number for the cabaret]
the cabaret.| kold SOGHANALIAN not to play games wit
to get people to come after him. SOGHANALIAN asked

was at

[called SQGHANALTAN at

th him or was going
if he was threatening him.

| |did not have any contact with SOGHANALIAN for a long time.

After |

[was arrested, !left a message
\

with SOGHANALIAN’S wife at hi e in Palm Springs for SOGHA to call him
when he got into the country. anted to find out if SOGHANALIAN could help him
with believed that SOGHANALIAN had connections in the

government.

I_SQGHANALIAN_mtvphonem
told ' as a’bad man

A

ALIJAN told him that he would try and help because he considered

om Palm Springs. SOGHANALIAN

e wanted to know why they sent the
g anery-at

A couple of dafs later,|  __ |wentto Palm Springs to meet with him.

SOGHANALIAN told

Springs. SOGHAN
|#}nd he showe S business card. SOGHA]
“theTocal officials in Los Angeles were to small for him to ljgal with,

with Janet Reno and others in Washington D.C. He told
US Attorneys office had kissed the back of his hand.

n
ITSOGHANALIA v_m_l wereable o get| |

ral agents had visited him at his house in’Palm
at he was working with an FBI agent named

a

|lrom the

4
" as.uallkanowa hnd he k

building named

monev,|

— ally th
1 i ) ' asked
_I .

fexplained how

[to Las

hem cash a $300,0

0 cashier's check.

[said that he was goin
percentage. | did not tel
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Afterd he paged his wife to find outifwhat, |
said was true. [said that she took some people to Vegas because they had money and she:

had contacts in Vegas. She told him that she did not know the check was bad until later.

hnd wanted to know why he involved his wife in the

I
check scheme. They agreed to meet. They met at the Dennv's at Burbank and Lankershamp.
L hvaswvervafraid Hewasshakinoand het |

pld’

On one occasion; at the end of 1995,|rk_|was standing outside the

apartment building he owns, while some remodeling work was being done. as
driving by and stopped when he saw
wanted some counterfeit $20's. He told

who could get stolen merchandise such as clothing, cigarettes, and bullet proof vests. |
said that the merchandise came from containers stored at a large distribution center.| ,
apparently knew someone wnth a contact msnde the dlstrlbutlon center who would allow a '

distribution center would then collect the insurance on the- stolen
claimed to have a connection that would ""take care of someone" if
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