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October 20, 2014 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

Re: FOI Appeal, in reply refer to Archive# 201402331BRI001/ FOI319810) 

Dear Commissioner: 
 
This is an appeal under the Freedom of Information Act requesting a review of the July 23 
Decision by the Cabinet Office, and September 15, 2014, affirmation, to deny FOI319810, which 
sought the 23 March 1984 Joint Intelligence Committee report, reference JIC(84)(N)45, entitled, 
“Soviet Union: Concern About a Surprise NATO Attack,” which was written in response to NATO 
military exercise Able Archer 83. 
 
When considering this appeal please note that while this request was denied under Freedom of 
Information exemption sections 23, 24, and 27, in this particular case those exemptions should not 
apply. 
 
Exemptions 23, 24, and 27 should not be used to deny the entirety of this document under the 
Freedom of Information Act because of the extreme pubic interest the release of the information in 
this document will serve.  Moreover, this record should also not be withheld in its entirety because of 
the multitude of British, American, Russian, and other documents already declassified and released 
on the topic. 
 
Records to which the absolute exemption does not apply, which includes those denied under 
section 24 and section 27, are listed by the Ministry of Justice as subject to a public interest test. 
Based on this record’s historical value, the release of the requested records is in the best interest of 
the general community due to an intense and pressing public interest to understand the events that 
occurred during the Cold War.  
 
Even if some information must remain withheld, it is entirely likely that the document holds much 
information that can be segregated and released with great benefit to the public interest. 
 
In your review of my appeal, please take note of the abundance of documents already released by the 
US and UK governments on the 1983 Soviet “War Scare” referencing information on the Soviet 
defector Oleg Gordievsky and British and US intelligence – including human intelligence and signals 
intelligence. Along with a copy of the denials, I have attached examples of relevant documents 
released under British and U.S. Freedom of Information laws. These include: 
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� Photographs and records of Oleg Gordievsky meeting and debriefing President Reagan. 
� British Ministry of Defence documents confirming the “unprecedented Soviet reaction” as well as 

intelligence sharing between US and the UK. 
� A classified CIA 1996 Studies in Intelligence article “The 1983 War Scare in US-Soviet 

Relations” by Ben B. Fischer, a History Fellow at the CIA’s Center for the Study in Intelligence. 
� A Department of State document confirming a British source alerted the US to the danger. 
� A US Air Force After Action Report of the NATO Command Post Exercise Able Archer 83  

 
Furthermore, please note that Michael Herman, head of the Soviet Division at Government 
Communications Headquarters from 1977 to 1982, has recently discussed the contents of this 
document at length. He also strongly recommended its declassification as it benefits the public 
interest. A summary of his recent comments is attached.  

If you have any questions regarding the identity of the records, their location, the scope of the request or 
any other matters, please call me at (202) 994-7000 or email me at foiamail@gwu.edu.   
 
 
                                                                                                         Sincerely, 

                                                                                                          
     
         Nate Jones  
         FOIA Coordinator 
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