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SUMMARY

AT 1900 LOCAL TIME OCT 6 ADMINISTRATION REFORM PARTY (ARP)
HEADED BY ADMIRAL SA-NGAT CHALOY U (SUPREME COMMANDER OF
THAI ARMED FORCESTILL SEPT 30 AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE IN

SENI GOVERNMENT AS FROM OCT 5) ANNOUNCED IT HAD SEIZED
ADMINISTRATIVE POWER IN THAILAND AS OF 1800. SERIES OF
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ORDERS ISSUED SINCE THEN HAVE PROCLAIMED MARTIAL LAW AND HAVE
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SET OUT USUAL MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH MILITARY COUP. FBIS
ISCARRYING TEXTS OF DECREES AND ORDERS AS THEY ARE ISSUED.
FOL IS BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PRINCIPAL ORDERS AND DECREES
ISSUED TO DATE.

END SUMMARY

1. AT 1900 LOCAL TIME OCT 6 ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM PARTY
HEADED BY ADMIRAL SA-NGAT CHALOYU (SUPREME COMMANDER OF
THAI ARMED FORCESTILL SEPT 30 AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE IN

SENI GOVERNMENT ASFROM OCT T) ANNOUNCED IT HAS SEIZED
ADMINISTRATIVE POWER IN THAILAND AS OF 1800 LOCAL TIME.

2. INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENT DESCRIBES DANGER FACING

THE COUNTRY AS COMING FROM GROUP OF STUDENTS WHO HAVE COM-
MITTED ACT OF LESE MAJESTE (REFERENCE TO MOCK HANGING AT
THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY OCT 4 AT WHICH STUDEN WHO ACTED AS
HANGING VICTIM BORE SUPERFICIAL RESEMBLANCE TO CROWN PRINCE).
STUDENTSAIM STATED TO BE TO DESTROY MONARCHY AS PART OF COM-
MUNIST SCHEME. STUDENTS RESISTED ARREST AND FOUGHT BACK WITH
WEAPONS "IN LEAGUE WITH VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST TERRORISTS."
CERTAIN POLITICIANS AND SECTION OF THE MEDIA "HAVE STRONGLY

AND OPENLY SUPPORTED THISMOVEMENT," CREATING SERIOUS SITUATION
WHICH HAS PREVENTED GOVERNMENT FROM ADMINISTERING THE COUNTRY
ACCORDING TO CONSTITUTION. ADMINISTRATION REFORM PARTY
STATESIT HAS SEIZED ADMINISTRATIVE POWER TO RESOLVE THESE
PROBLEMS PROMPTLY, "FOR THE SAKE OF THE SURVIVAL OF THE

NATION AND IN ORDER TO PREVENT THAILAND FROM BECOMING THE PREY
OF THE COMMUNIST IMPERIALISTS...." STATEMENT GOESON TO

PLEDGE ADMINISTRATION REFORM PARTY TO PROTECT KING AND THE
ROYAL FAMILY AND RECOGNIZES KING ASHEAD OF STATE. AD-
MINISTRATION REFORM PARTY PLEDGES TO "MAINTAIN A DEMOCRATIC FORM
OF GOVERNMENT." SUBSEQUENT ANNOUNCEMENT OFFERS PROTECTION TO
PRIME MINISTER SENI PRAMOT, AND LATER STATEMENT UNDERTAKES TO
HONOR UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AND THAI INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.

3. SERIES OF NUMBERED ORDERS ISSUED BY ARP COVERS FOL SUBJECTS:

ORDER NO 1 (MILITARY COURTS TO HANDLE OFFENSES STIPULATED IN
CRIMINAL CODE; CRIMINAL AND PROVINCIAL COURTS IN BANGKOK AREA
PLACED UNDER BANGKOK MILITARY COURT; CIVILIAN AUDGES APPOINTED
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
PAGE 03 BANGKO 27768 061627Z

MILITARY JUDGES). ORDER NO. 2 (AIR CHIEF MARSHAL

KAMON DACHATUNGHA--WHO ASSUMED OFFICE AS SUPREME COMMANDER
OF ROYAL THAI ARMED FORCES OCT 1--APPOINTED COMMANDER OF
PEACEKEEPING IN THE COUNTRY, WITH AUTHORITY OVER ARMED

FORCES, POLICE, AND CIVIL OFFICIALS.). ORDER NO. 3 (CON-

STITUTION OF 1974 ANNULLED; NATIONAL AASEMBLY AND CABINET DIS
SOLVED; POWERS AND DUTIES OF PRIME MINISTER ASSUMED BY

CHIEF OF ADMINISTRATION REFORM PARTY--ADM SA-NGAT.). ORDER
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NO. 4 (GATHERINGS OF FIVE OR MORE PERSONS PROHIBITED.).

ORDER NO. 5 (ESTABLISHMENT OF CONTROL OVER MEDIA; ALL

NEWSPAPERS TO CEASE PUBLICATION IMMEDIATELY UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE; RADIO AND TV STATIONS TO COME UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL.).
ORDER NO. 6 (DISSOLUTION OF POLITICAL PARITES.). ORDER NO. 7
(HOARDING OF GOODS AND RAISING EXISTING PRICES PROHIBITED.).

ORDER NO. 8 (ESISTING ANTI-COMMUNIST LAW TO BE ENFORCED STRICTLY.).
UNNUMBERS ORDER CALLS ON UNDER SECRETARIES OF STATE

(SENIOR SUB-CABINET OFFICIALS), IN ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

TO MEET WITH ARP ON OCT 7. ORDER NO. 9 (ESTABLISHES CURFEW

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE FROM 2400 TO 0500.).

4. WE ASSUME EXTENDED SERIES OF ORDERSISSTILL TO COME.
TRANSITION TO THIS FORM OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN RE-
LATIVELY SMOOTH, AFTER TUMULTUOUS EVENTS OF MORNING OF OCT 6.
BANGKOK QUIET, WITH TRAFFIC BELOW NORMAL. CONSUL IN CHIANG MAI
REPORTS THAT NORTHERN CITY ISALSO QUIET.

5. COMMENT: IT ISMUCH TOO EARLY TO ADDRESS ISSUE OF U.S.
RELATIONS WITH NEW REGIME. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT
KING REMAINS AS CHIEF OF STATE AND THAT, ON THE SURFACE AT

LEAST, ADMINISTRATION REFORM PARTY HAS PROMISED TO CARRY

OUT ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN DEMOCRATIC
FORM OF GOVERNMENT. WHAT PASSES FOR THE THAI LEFT, WHICH HAS
PRESSED RTG VERY HARD OVER PAST SIX WEEKS ON THE ISSUE OF

THE RETURN OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER THANOM, ISVIRTUALLY
LEADERLESS AND CONSIDERABLY DISORIENTED BY EVENTS OF OCT 6.
HOWEVER, MANNER IN WHICH NEW LEADERS CONDUCT THEMSELVESWILL
DETERMINE WHETHER STUDENTS, LABOR LEADERS, AND PROGRESSIVE
FACTION OF DEMOCRAT PARTY SUMMON COURAGE AND ORGANIZE THEMSELVES
TO OPPOSE CHANGES WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE TODAY. IN THE LAST
ANALYSISARP LEADERS, WHO INCLUDE APPARENTLY ALL MAJOR FIGURES
OF THAI ARMED FORCES, HAVE ATTEMPTED THUS FAR TO WRAP THEM-
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

PAGE 04 BANGKO 27768 061627Z

SELVESIN THAI PATRIOTISM IN SITUATION WHERE THEY APPEAR TO BE
DEFENDING KING AND NATION. THISIS A POWERFUL BEGINNING FOR
THE NEW DISPENSATION, BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHAT THE

NEW LEADERSHIP MAKES OF IT.
BURKE
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