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Thank you for your minute MD’M—/ 10 6f 27 March v.hl sough‘b

agvice on the linme which the Secretary of State might btake at

the meeting which the Prime Minister has called on VWednesday,
4 hpril, to discuss JIC(84)(N)45,

2 Helghtened Soviet conecern about the possibil

surprise N.A 70 at tack would of cotpse be & Very proper cause

necessary

of concern for Westers Governments. Bub it is I think

to consider the strength of the availsble evidence and the

implications of possible NATO reactions cap fully.
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discussion, and the present report reflects & compromise

not necessarily related. We have reflected

5. These e servatlgns nOtWithStandlﬂgi we clearly need to
guard against sny possibility of Soviet misintespretation,
‘However slight the evidemce. I would therefore wholly endorse
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"close examination of the degree and scope of Varsaw Pact
reactions to NATD nuclear exercises". The Prime Minister will
however wish to consider whether any further steps need to be

taken to allsy possiblé Soviet concerns.

Exercise activity is however crucial not only t6 the stiveness

ss, but also to

of our political and military command struct

the credibility of deterrence.

_discussion vhich might go some way to allaying possible Boviet

concern, aﬁd'whiehfis_epmpatabié both with deteérrence and with
the Western position on confidence building measures, ie that.
NATO should inform the Soviet Union on a routiné basis of

proposed NATO exercise activity invelving nuclear play.
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¢. rzonetheless we must view with unease any evidence,

W 0T heightened Soviet concern. Y E—-.

d. there may #lso be considersble merit in discussing,

the

possibility that NATO should infors the Soviet Union on
a routine basis of proposed NATO exercise activity involving

nuclear play, as a useful confidence building meazsure.
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