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SUBJECT: JESUIT UPO.ITE -- POHCE INITIATIVE CREATES NEV 
OPT I CNS 

RH: SAN SALVADOR JSSI 

I. ICI SUMARY: noD rOHCE' s fEBRUARY 22 LETTER 
REQUESTING THE nlHISIER Of JUSTICE TO AllPllfY THE 
IHVESllCATIOK INTO THE 11/lS mrnc AT THE nllllARY 

ACAOEnY HAS RAISED EXPECTATIONS fOR PROGRESS IH THE 
JESUIT CASE. 1'11ILE !HE ESAF'S 110JIVES ARE UNCLEAR II 
APPEARS !HAT \IORRIES ABOUT fUIURE .nlLITARY fUNDIKC AHO 
PRESSURE fROn DOllESllC AHO IHIERHAllOHAl CROUPS HAVE 
HAO THEIR mm. II IS NOT CLEAR HO\o'iVER THAT THE 
COES APPRECIATES THE Rim If IT FAILS TO SATISFY THESE 
EXPECIATIOKS. nAHY OUESllOK \'11Y THIS INITIATIVE VAS 
r lflEEH nOHTHS come AHO \'11EIHER THE SCOPE or THE 
REQUEST IS ADEQUATE. RUMORS PERSIST Of AH 11/15 MORNIHC 
~EEllHG Al !HE MILITARY ACADEnY AllEHDED BY A HAKDFUL 
Of HICH-RANKIHC MILITARY OfflCERS. THESE AMO OTHER 
ISSUES VILl HAVE TO BE fUllY AIRED BEFORE SUSPICIONS 
ARE lAIO 10 REST. END sunnm. 
POHCE'S IN111Allv£ 

2. !Cl mm REPom AM ESAf IHITIATIVE ASKIHC THE 
n1N1Sm Of JUSTICE JO REVISIT THE INVESllCAllOK INTO 
!HE 11/IS/ll llEEllHC Al THE nlL llARY ACADEMY IH WICH 
BENAVIDES ALLEGEDLY GAVE THE ORDER 10 ASSASSINATE THE 
JESUITS. POST'S JESUIT TASK FORCE MEI OH J/12 10 
ANALYZE THE KEV DEVEIOPnENI AHO DISCUSS POSSIBLE 
INDEPENDENT IHITIAllVES 'IE COULD !AXE TO MONITOR ANO 
BEllER COVER PROGRESS IN THE IHVESTICATIOK. 

3. ICI sonE ASPICIS Of !HE KEV IHlllAllVE ARE 
POSIT IV[; AMDHC !HOSE LISTED IH PONCE'S LETTER AS 
Al!EHDIHG THE II/IS EVEHINC rHTINC IS l T. COL. CAMILO 
HERHANOEZ. \o'i ANO OTHERS HAVE lONC SUSPECTED THAI HE 
VAS lnPORIAHl IN PlANHINC THE nURDERS BUI FEARED THAI 
HE ENJOYED THE PROTECT ION Of GE HERAL PONCE AHO VAS 

NOT SAllSfY CRITICS COKVl!CEO or HICH COllXAMO 
I NVOI. VEllEKI. 

4. ICI niKISIER or JUSTICE HERNANDEZ VALIENTE HAS 
COHflRnED RECEIPT or m noo REQUEST· AKO THE SIU HAS 
BECUH TO OUESTIOH THOSE WO THE MICH COll!IAHO AlLECE 
AllEHDED THE 11111 nEEllKC. SIU DIRECTOR IS AlSO AVARE 
or THE LEITER· BUI DOES HOT APPEAR TO HAVE INITIATED 
ANY ACTION. AlO DISCUSSED THE LETTER VllH JUOCE ZAnORA 
Al THEIR 11/13 llEETINC ll!EPDRIEO SEP!Ell. 

RUnORS/L EADS 

s. ISi 11\JL T IPlE SOURCES HAVE RESURRECTED THE RUMOR or 
A POSSIBLE 11115119 MORKIKC IUllKC AT THE MILITARY 
ACADElft. THE MOST mm ACCOUMT VAS RELATED TO THE 
AMBASSADOR OH 3/1 BY COL. cm OS mEOA CUERRA 
IPROTECllr DIRECTOR or THE TREASURY POI.ICE IPHI. 

PIHEDA TOl.O THE Al1BASSADOR THAT LT. ESPINOZA• !SENIOR 
AILACAIL LIEUIEHAHT Al THE UC OK ll/lS/191 COHflDED TD 
Hin THAI SEVERAL HICH-LEVEL ESAf OFFICERS AllENDEO A 
nEETIHC Al THE MllllARY ACADEMY OK THE MORNINC or 
II/IS. ACCOROINC TO PINEDA• AllEKDEES INCLUDED IHIER 
ALIA: noo POKCEr AIR fORCE CEK'L BUSTILLO, V-n or 
DEFENSE ZEPEDA• ANO COi.. BEHAVIOES. THE ALLECAllON IS 
THAI THE DECISIOH 10 11URDER !HE JESUllS VAS flNAllZED 
Al !HIS llEEmC RATHER THAN THE LATER llEETIKCS AT THE 
ESTADO MAYOR OR THE MILITARY SCHOOi.. 

6. IS/KOFORHI PIHEOA'S VERSIOH mm r.1 ~~~I y ~ITN 
OTHER SOURCES OAJIHC em Toi .;. 

• •• JUNE 1998 F IK)I KAI SEO m ISSUE or A c <:.. 
POSSIBLE E~Y nORNIKC nEETIKC Al !HE nlllTARY SCHOOL...-____ ,. 
SUBSEQUENJ REPORTS HAVE TOI.LOVED A SlnlL IAI FACTUAL 
PATTERN ANO UlllnAlELY HAVE em SOURCED TO LT. 
ESPINOZA llAWC Hin AK INCREASIKCL Y lllPORTANT fl CURE. 
DCM RAISED THE ISSUE VITH PONCE IK JUL y 19ll1 \'110 
DENIED THAI HE HAO GOHE 10 SUCH A l'oHllKC. HE OFfERE 
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10 CHECK VEHICLE lOCS Of OTHER OfflCERS AHO LAHR SAi ~ t;: -. 
THE LOGS VERE IHCOHCLUSIVE. :-i " ~· '"' 1w 

0 °'"' i:; t""f'- •• ~ :;.... 

1. ICJ SIHCE EARLY IN THE IHVESllCAllOH ~[ HAVE ":I ~· g l-:i <II 
OEBAl£0 WEIHER OHE Of THE LI EUIEKANTS COULD OR SHOUl l!'.. "' 11' 0 ~ 
BE PERSUADED 10 !All. CROVIHC EVIDENCE or A SECOHO ~ 'O ~ f-' ' 

MEETING AT THE nlLllARY SCHOOL MOE US REVISll !HE ~ ~ 5 ~ ~ 
IS$UE OURINC THE !AS! rom MEEllKC. IS II FEASIBLE 0;1- p IU C/l Q 
TRY AND MKE CONTACT VllH ESPINOZA? !HERE ARE nANY ,.. ~ o. O> '. 
RISKS VllH SUCH AH UNOERIAKIK•. FOR EXAllPlE• SHOULD o ",.... C) 
THE COHIACI BECOME KHOVN, OEfENSE COUNCILS COULD BLA [':j ,...,, \ ~ 
THE EnBASSY fOR IKTERfEREKCE VllH lHE JUDICIAL PROCE ~ ~- ~';::'. ..., 
ANO mum A MISTRIAL. YET A us ROlE COULD BE VITAL ~ r,_i (;; ::I :::I 
ESPINOZA IS HOT LIKELY 10 TALI UNLESS HE HAS CERTAIN <: ~ :- ~. 
GUARANTEES: SPEClflCAllY HE COULD VANT ASSURANCES 1 !~ 2 g §: 
IH EXCHAKCE fOR HIS COOPERATION HE \IOULO BE GIVEN o ,. '1 -· 

CONS I DERAii ON BY lHE COURT AHO !HA 1 HE AKO HIS f Anll . ~ g fl: ,.... 
r ~ ~ < 

VOULO BE RELOCATED 10 THE US, ~ ,.... Cl> ,_. 

I. \o'i Vlll REVISIT THE fEASIBILllY OF AH INDEPENDEH • ,...,, ::I 
APPROACH TO ESPIN01A ONLY AFTER \o'i SEE HO~ THE MOST 
RECENT noo INITIATIVE PANS OUT. "' REMAIH HOPHUl 1 
REOPEHIHC !HE INVESTIClllON Vilt PROVIDE SOME ANS\o'iR 
10 OU!SlAHOINC QUESTIONS. 
VAllER 

I MUHE F Ron PROSE CUT I ON. Cl AR I FYIHC HERHANOEZ. ROLE 
llOUl 0 BE A SI CN If I CANT STEP f ORVARO, Al THOUGH 11 VIL l 
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