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ACTION: ESHET! QT SATISFY CRITICS CONVINCED OF KIGH COMMAND
[RVOLVERENT,
INFO:  OCEN(BL) LARAGY) KCOWF) REGGN) JSU1) RJIWBLY SPALBL
ARA{E1) PPC ALY OASBL) PPALBL) MK (BD §. {0 MINISTER OF JUSTICE HERNANDEZ VALEENTE HAS

CONF IRMED RECEIPT OF THE MOD REQUEST: AND THE SIU HAS
BECUN-TO QUESTION THOSE WHO THE HIGH COMMAND ALLEGE
ATTENDED THE 11715 MEETING. SIU DIRECTOR 1S ALSO AWARE
OF THE LETTERs BUT DOES XOT APPEAR TO HAVE INITIATED
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5. ) MULTIPLE SOURCES HAVE RESURRECTED THE RUMOR OF
A POSSIBLE 11/15/35 MORNIXG MEETING AT THE MILITARY
ACADENY, THE MOST RECENT ACCOUNT WAS RELATED 10 THE
AMBASSADOR ON 3/8 BY COL. CARLOS PINEDA GUERRA
PROTECT), DIRECTOR OF THE TREASURY POLICE H). -
PINEDA T0LD THE AMBASSADOR THAT LT, ESPINOIA. (SEMIOR
ATLACATL LIEUTENAHT AT THE UC ON 11/15/89) CORFIDED TO
HIM THAT SEVERAL KIGH-LEVEL ESAF OFF ICERS ATTENDED A
MEETIKG AT THE MILITARY ACADEMY OX THE MORMING OF
11/15.  ACCORDING 10 PINEDA,” ATTENDEES INCLUDED INTER
ALTA: 10D POMCE, AIR FORCE GEN'L BUSTIELO, V-M OF
DEFENSE IEPEDA, AD COL. BENAVIDES. THE ALLEGATION IS
THAT THE DECISION TO XURDER THE JESUITS WAS FINALIZED
AT TH1S MEETING RATHER THAN THE LATER NEETINGS AT THE
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SUBJECT: JESUET UPDATE -- PONCE INITIATIVE CREATES MEW
OPTIONS ESTADO HAYOR OR JHE MILITARY SCHOOL.

REF: SAN SALVADOR 3831 §. (S/NOFORN) PINEDA'S VERSION TRACKS CIRSFIY WITH

OTHER SOURGES DATING BaCK 10¢ i ‘
1. (C) SURMARY: NOD PONCE’S FEBRUARY 22 LETIER +F JUNE 1998 Fixst xAISED THE 1SSUE OF
REQUESTING THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE TO AMPLIFY THE
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POSSIBLE EANLY MORNING MEETING AT THE MILITARY SCHOOL,

0/04/€1 61 10 quountavdeqg |

INVESTIGATION INTO THE 11715 MEETING AT THE MILITARY SUBSEQUENT REPORTS HAVE FOLLOYED A SIAILTAR FACTUAL
: PATTERN AND ULTIMATELY HAVE BEEN SOURCED TO LT, )
ACADENY HAS RAISED EXPECTATIONS FOR PROGRESS (N THE ESPINOZA MAKING RIN AN INCREASINGLY INPORTAKT FICURE. 598
JESUIT CASE.  WHILE THE ESAF’S MOTIVES ARE UNCLEAR 17 DCH RAISED THE LSSUE WITH PONCE IN JULY 1331, WHD o 25
APPEARS THAT WORRIES ABOUT FUTURE MILITARY FUNDING AND DENIED THAT HE HAD GOME 10 SUCK A MEETING. HE OFFERER 5 G o
PRESSURE FROM DOMESTIC AND IXTERNATIONAL GROUPS RAVE o i
HAD TREIR EFFECT. |7 1S KOT CLEAR HOMEVER THAT THE aZw
GOES APPRECIATES THE RISKS IF IT FAILS TO SATISFY THESE o2
EXPECTATIONS.  MANY QUESTION Y4Y THIS INETIATIVE WAS g
FIFTEEN MONTHS COMING AKD WHETKER THE SCOPE OF THE 10 CHECK YEWICLE LOCS OF OTHER OFFICERS AMD LATER SaIf & = =
REQUEST 1S ADEQUATE. RUMORS PERSISI OF AN 11/15 HORNING THE LOGS VERE INCONCLUSIVE. goah
MEETING AT THE MILITARY ACADEMY ATIEKDED BY A HANDFUL T
OF HIGH-RANKIXG MILITARY OFFICERS. THESE AND OTRER 1. 101 SINCE EARLY IN THE INVESTIGATION WE HAVE 58
ISSUES VILL HAVE TO BE FULLY AIRED BEFORE SUSPICIONS DEBATED VHETHER ONE OF THE LIEUIENANTS COULD OR SHOULP &= - & C
ARE LAID TO REST. ~END SUMMARY. BE PERSUADED 70 TALK, GROMING EVIDENCE OF A SEcoMD } < 'S 8
PONCE'S INITIATIVE HEETING AT THE MILITARY SCHOOL MADE US REVISIT THE | 2 o 15 2
------------------ ISSUE DURING THE TASK FORCE MEETING. IS IT FEASIBLE J0O&* © 0 ¢p
TRY AND MAXE CONTACT WITH ESPINOZAT THERE ARE MAKY | o & P @
3. C) REFTEL REPORTS AN ESAF INITIATIVE ASXING THE RISKS VITH SUCH AX UNDERTAKING, FOR EXMMPLE, SHoWD } © >~ SE
MINISTER OF JUSTICE TQ REVISIT THE INVESTICATION INTO THE CONTACT BECONE KNOWE: DEFENSE COUNCILS coutd aLan BJ .S\V % B
THE 11715/83 MEETING AT THE MILITARY ACADEMY IN WHICH THE EMBASSY FOR INTERFERENCE VITR THE JUDFCIAL PROCES} ¢ =~ T N |7 K
BEXAVIDES ALLECEOLY GAVE TKE ORDER TO ASSASSINATE THE AKD REQUEST A MISTRIAL. YET A US ROLE COULD 3E VITA o, o & & (B B
JESUINS,  POSI'S JESUIT TASK FORCE MET ON 3/17 T0 ESPINOIA IS NOT LIKELY TO TALK UNLESS RE HAS CERTAIR) < & 32 = |
RNALYZE THE NEW DEVELOPMENT AKD BISCUSS POSSIBLE CURRARTEES: SPECIF ICALLY HE COULD VANT ASSURmucEs THUIS = § E | B
INOEPENDENT IMITIATIVES YE COULD TAKE TO MONITOR AKD 1N EXCHAXGE FOR HES COOPERATION KE VOULD BE CIVEK J O o+ 3 -~ /< K
BETTER COVER PROCRESS IN TRE INVESTIGATION, COKSIDERATION BY THE COURT AND THAT HE AKD WIS FAMILY g ~12E
< g o E
1. 1) SOME ASPECTS OF THE NEV INITIATIVE ARE WOULD BE RELOCATED 10 IHE US, -2 ‘3\; ;
POSITIVE: AMONG TROSE LISTED IN PONCE'S LETTER AS 8. WE MILL REVISIT THE FEASIBILITY OF AR INDEPENDEN S E
ATTENDING THE 11/15 EVENING MEETING 15 LT. COL, CAMILO APPROACK T0 ESPINOTA ONLY AFTER WE SEE HOW THE MOST =Tl
HERNANDEZ, VE AND THERS HAVE LONG SUSPECTED THAT E RECENT MOD INITIATIVE PANS QUT. W REMAIN HOPEFUL THAI 5 o b
WAS THPORTANT IN PLANNING THE MURDERS BUT FEARED THAT REOPENING THE INVESTICATION WILL PROVIDE SOME ANSWER R
HE EXJOYED THE PROTECTION OF GENERAL PONCE AND WAS 10 QUISTANDIKG QUESTIONS, - R
' VALKER e
(KHUNE FROM PROSECUTION. CLARITYING HERNANDEL® ROLE . -- - - » qnl LK
WOULD BE A SICIFICANT STEP FORWARD: ALTHOUGH 1T WILL Lh v B
L. -
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